
 

 

 

Cairngorms Capercaillie Project 

Long-term Survival Working Group | Meeting notes 
 

Date & time:  Fri 7 June, 10am – 11.30am  

Venue:  CNPA office, Grantown-on-Spey 

Attendees: Anne Elliott (SNH), Carolyn Robertson (CNPA), Chris Bailey (RSPB), Ewan Archer (Seafield Estate), 

Keir Smith (Scottish Forestry), Kenny Kortland (Forestry and Land Scotland), Molly Doubleday (RSPB) 

Apologies:       Kathy Fletcher (GWCT), David Hetherington (CNPA) 

 

 

 The group discussed Baddengorm Woods which is being split up and sold in small plots. This will lead to 

increased disturbance to capercaillie. The Cairngorms Capercaillie Project is working with woodlands.co.uk 

(responsible for selling the plots) and all plot owners to raise awareness of the issue. Carrbridge’s Capercaillie 

Community Ranger, Emma, is also engaging with people using the woods and CNPA is calling in all related 

planning applications. Pressure at Glenmore and its potential impact on capercaillie was also discussed 

following ongoing observations of increased overnight camping activities in the area. 

 The group reviewed the number of capercaillie feathers collected across the Park since April. The feathers will 

be analysed to assess the genetic diversity of capercaillie in the Park. The group agreed that the sample 

should be as representative of the population as possible. Feathers should be collected during all brood 

counting work and the RSPB’s Capercaillie Advisory Assistant, Ellie, should prioritise collecting feathers to 

ensure as many are provided for analysis as possible and to avoid any geographical bias; to date more effort 

has been applied in Strathspey than Deeside.  

 The group discussed the proposal put forward by the Carrbridge Capercaillie Community Working Group to 

collect predator droppings in Kinveachy to help gain an insight in to what predators are eating in the area which 

is used by capercaillie. This could complement the work currently being undertaken by the Cairngorms Connect 

project where predator droppings are being collected in Glenmore in order to understand the diet of predators 

and the extent to which predators eat predators in the area. In contrast to Kinveachy where foxes and crows are 

killed, predators are not killed in Glenmore. The group agreed in principle to collect and analyse predator 

droppings in Kinveachy in 2020/21 (during the project’s Delivery Phase) subject to approval from the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund as this work was not included in the original project plan. 

 The group discussed the project’s position on predator management. A position statement is being drafted 

which will be available on the project’s website in due course. In order to further inform the project’s work the 

group felt it would be helpful to seek a position statement from the Cairngorms Connect project re predator 

management on Cairngorms Connect land. 

 The group discussed the work planned to count capercaillie broods around Carrbridge and how this monitoring 

work will benefit the project as Carrbridge begins to create its own community-led action plan later this year. By 

developing a better understanding of capercaillie productivity around the village and areas used by hens to raise 

their broods, community-led actions can be better informed.  

 The group discussed plans to provide a grant scheme for landowners and managers during the project’s 

Delivery Phase (2020 – 2023). The grant scheme is designed to aid capercaillie habitat creation and 

improvement work across the Park. The group also discussed the potential to provide land managers with 

machinery to aid habitat management for capercaillie. A gap analysis was conducted in 2016 to identify habitat 

work for which there is no funding. The group agreed to revisit this analysis and consult with Scottish Forestry 

and landowners to confirm whether the gaps identified in 2016 still remain. 

 The group agreed in principle to host a workshop for landowners and managers before the end of 2019 to provide 

an update on the Cairngorms Capercaillie Project and seek their input to project plans from 2020 – 2023. The 

workshop would also provide an opportunity to share new capercaillie knowledge and science and recognise the 

sector’s ongoing work to help secure the long-term survival of capercaillie.  

 The group discussed new members following Peter Ferguson (Rothiemurchus) expressing interest in joining. 

The group confirmed they were open to new members and that Peter should be invited to join. Anyone else 

wishing to join the group should contact carolynrobertson@cairngorms.co.uk 

http://www.cairngormscapercaillie.scot/
mailto:carolynrobertson@cairngorms.co.uk

