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Carrbridge, a community working together to make sure capercaillie will be in Scotland for everyone, forever.
Passionate about playing our small part in global wildlife survival.

Community Ranger coming back
Tom, the Community Ranger for Carrbridge has not been 
working in the village during lockdown, so he’s really 
looking forward to getting back on the ground  following 
the recent changes to public health guidance.  

During lockdown Tom has remained busy volunteering 
two days a week packing and delivering supplies to those 
in need.  But over the coming weeks Tom will be making 
a return to the trails around the village and at a critical 
time for capercaillie.  Female capercaillie are busy raising 
their young at the moment and Tom will be helping to 
keep the chicks safe from disturbance, so if you see him 
around, do say hello and he’s always up for a chat.

Tom the Community Ranger

Limited lek surveys   
A small number of estates, including Seafield Estate, 
were still able to complete capercaillie lek surveys in April 
to count the number of breeding males.  The surveys 
found that the number of birds visiting the local lek sites 
is on a par with previous years, but the numbers are still 
critically low.  

Further afield, the majority of other lek surveys across 
the National Park could not be completed in April due to 
the public health guidelines at the time.  This will mean a 
limited understanding of how capercaillie have fared this 
lek season, but data from last year can and will still be 
used as a baseline.

Male and female capercaillie at a local lek site
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Busy time for capercaillie
In May, females laid their eggs in a nest on the forest 
floor and now the chicks have hatched so females will 
be working hard to keep them safe.  Currently the chicks 
will be spending a lot of time on the ground where they’re 
most at risk from predators, people and dogs.  The 
ongoing predator control work on Seafield Estate and 
Rothiemurchus Estate, assisted by grant support from the 
project, will mean that the chicks stand a better chance 
of survival this season.  And to boost their chances even 
further, we can all help by following local signage.

A capercaillie nest

 

The Cairngorms Capercaillie Project is currently funded by the Cairngorms National Park Authority, 
the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust, Scottish Forestry, SNH and the RSPB

Successful start to DNA research
It was always going to be a mission to collect DNA from 
enough capercaillie to work out how closely related the 
birds are and whether there’s any sign of inbreeding.  

After hundreds of hours collecting capercaillie feathers 
and extracting DNA from the quills we now have enough 
DNA to help fill our knowledge gaps about the genetic 
health of capercaillie in the Park. 

The DNA that’s been collected is currently stored in 
a public bio-bank alongside DNA from lots of other 
endangered species from elephants to tigers.  Unlike 
collecting DNA from elephant dung, which should be 
easy to spot, capercaillie feathers are not always easy to 
identify.  Of all the feathers collected the majority were 
capercaillie, but the initial DNA results proved that some 
feathers did in fact belong to other species including 
White-tailed Eagle and Golden Eagle, and we’d even 
managed to collect feathers containing Wildcat DNA.

BBC Landward filming
February saw the Landward team visit Carrbridge 
to produce a feature on the Cairngorms Capercaillie 
Project, which aired on BBC Scotland on 27 April.  
Representing the Carrbridge Capercaillie Group, Ewan 
Archer and Issie Inglis spent the day with Dougie Vipond 
filming in Kinveachy Forest, which is an area protected 
for capercaillie on Seafield Estate.  

Left to right:  Ewan, Issie, Nadine (Landward Producer),  
Carolyn (Project Manager) and Dougie

For all enquiries and if you would like to stop receiving this   
newsletter please contact carolynrobertson@cairngorms.co.uk 

Project application submitted 
At the end of March, the project submitted an application 
to the National Lottery Heritage Fund to seek further 
funding to deliver the following essential actions for 
capercaillie.  We will learn in July whether the application 
has been successful.

 

Essential actions to be delivered 2020 to 2023:

1. Improve over 10,000 hectares of habitat            
for capercaillie.

2. Research the genetic diversity of capercaillie  
in the National Park to help inform action.

3. Strengthen current capercaillie monitoring      
to better inform action.

4. Work with communities to help them            
create and deliver community-led actions          
for capercaillie.

5. Raise public awareness of the plight of 
capercaillie and how people can help.


